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This is the first comprehensive examination of Virgil Grotfeldt’s complex 
artistic development. Born in Texas in 1948, the artist progressed through a
number of phases in his work; these reveal various connections to both
American and European art and philosophy.

Influenced by photo realism in the 1970s, Grotfeldt later turned to more
mystical imagery. His keen interest in anthropological themes, along with his
admiration of artists like Odilon Redon and Victor Hugo, helped to form his
work. He executes most of his works on paper, experimenting with materials
like coal and metal dust. He also often includes documents discovered by
chance, such as nautical charts or fragments of handwriting. In the 1990s
Grotfeldt dealt for the most part with natural phenomena, thereby creating
delicate, biomorphical abstractions the likes of which Walter Hopps, the 
curator of the Guggenheim Museum, claims not to have seen since the early
works of Jackson Pollock.
Grotfeldt’s connection to Europe grew out of his cooperation with the Dutch
artist, Waldo Bien, and with the Free International University (FIU), in which
creative forces can come together without the constrictions of institutional or
ideological boundaries.
This book also provides an interim report on the work of the FIU Amsterdam.
In 1999, with the help of the ecologically orientated Triodos Bank, a multi-
cultural art collection was created, the FIUWAC (Free International University
World Art Collection).
This book is the second in a series of FIUWAC publications by Wienand Verlag.
In future, monitoring the development of FIU artists and their unusual art 
collection will continue to be exciting.

Also available:

Waldo Bien
including the series with Virgil Grotfeldt
ISBN 3-87909-711-9

Patrick Healy (born in Dublin, 1955) is Professor of Interdisciplinary Research,
F.I.U. Amsterdam, and is also currently teaching in the Architecture Theory
Department, TU, Delft. His recent work on aesthetics has just been published
by SUN Amsterdam under the title ”Beauty and the Sublime”.
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